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UN climate status report shows 
how little we have achieved 

  

Last week, the World Meteorological Organization, a specialized 
agency of the UN, published its Climate Status Report. Reading 
it may frighten even hardened climate pessimists. Although 2021 
was "only" the seventh hottest year ever recorded, at 1.1°C 
above pre-industrial levels (the six hottest years were all be-
tween 2015 and 2020), other sad records were broken.  

• The CO2 content in the atmosphere climbed to a new 
high.  

• The oceans, which have an important temperature bal-
ancing function, reached maximum temperatures down 
to 2000 meters in 2021.  

• The constant uptake of excess CO2 acidifies the oceans. 
This poses significant risks to marine ecosystems and 
food sources. The pH value of the oceans was lower than 
ever in 2021. 

• Sea levels are rising faster and faster. In 2013-2021, the 
sea rose twice as fast as it did between 1993 and 2002. 
The dangers for residents near the coast are obvious. 

It is high time  

The global community must act collectively to address the 
"greatest market failure in human history" (Sir Nicholas Stern). 
Climate change will not wait for us to work through challenges 
like the pandemic and the Ukraine war.  

At the presentation of the report, UN Secretary-General Guterres 
called for the expansion of renewable energies to no longer be 
held back by cumbersome approval procedures. Subsidies for 
fossil fuels, which amount to €11 million every minute, must be 
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urgently eliminated. Developing and emerging countries must be 
supported on their way away from fossil fuels. 

If we do not meet the challenge, we will have to prepare for mil-
lions of climate refugees. Two billion people are already suffering 
from water shortages today. 

Do not underestimate Germany's role 

It is often pointed out that Germany is only responsible for about 
2% of annual greenhouse gas emissions and that it has already 
made more progress than other countries.  

Both statements need to be put into perspective. Since CO2 re-
mains in the atmosphere over the long term and contributes per-
manently to global warming, all past emissions must be taken 
into account, not just those of a single year. And then, after all, 
Germany takes 4th place worldwide (see figure on page 1). 

And we do not play a leading role in the fight against climate 
change. Not only do we have a more CO2 intensive economy 
than many other industrialized countries (see second figure), we 
are also one of the countries within the EU that have made rather 
little progress in decarbonization. 

The time for excuses and procrastination is over. All that matters 
now is what we do as a society - and no longer do! 
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